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A witness statement which Federal Bureau of Investigation never gave 
to the Warren Commission is described by a leading author as the 
"most damning indictment of the (W arren) commission's version (of 
Oswald as the lone assassin of President Kennedy).” 1 The 1963 F.B.I. 
statement was the report of F.B.I. agent Richard E. Harrison of an 
interv iew of Texas School Book Depository employee Caroly n Arnold. 
Accused Kennedy assassin Lee Harvey Oswald was an employee of the 
Depository . The report had been suppressed but was first chronicled 
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by researcher Harold Weisberg in 1967 in his Photographic Whitewash 
publication after he found identical copies of the report in two different 
F.B.I. archival files. 2 Prior to Weisberg’s unearthing of the document, 
it had not been disclosed to the Warren Commission to whom the F.B.I. 
was reporting nor was the public made aware of its existence. 

The “damning" impact of the Arnold statement may be much greater 
than heretofore conceived even by assassination theorists. Actions by 
the F.B.I., with regard to this statement, will be shown to reflect an 
“ulterior" motive of the agency with regard to the investigation until 
now never explored or exposed. 

Carolyn Arnold 3 , at the time of the assassination of President Kennedy 
in 1963, was secretary to the Vice-President of the Texas School Book 
Depository, the location from which at the sixth floor sniper's nest that 
the Warren Commission and later House Select Committee on 
Assassinations concluded was the location from which Lee Harvey 
Oswald fired upon the Presidential limousine as it passed down Elm 
Street in a park area of Dallas known as Dealey Plaza. Oswald 
himself murdered within forty-eight hours of the assassination by 
Dallas night-club owner Jack Ruby. Unlike many, if not most, of the 
other seventy-two employees housed in the building, Ms. Arnold was 
thoroughly familiar w ith Oswald because he would come to her for 
change for the vending machines. She noticed he kept mostly to himself. 

Just four days after the assassination, on November 26, 1963 , F.B.I. 
agent Richard E. Harrison issued a report of his interv iew of Ms. 
Arnold as part of the investigation of the assassination. 4 This report 
was not recorded as a verbatim statement of Ms. Arnold. She would 
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not be able to review her recorded statement as she was not asked to 
sign it. 
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In this summary report, Ms. Arnold supposedly indicated she left her 
second floor office in the Depository w ith co-workers “between 
12:00 and 12:15 PM,” to go dow nstairs and stand in to view the 
Presidential Motorcade.” It was further reported that Ms. 

Arnold indicated “As she was standing in front of the building, she 
stated she thought she caught a fleeting glimpse of LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD standing in the hallway between the front door and the 
double doors leading to the warehouse, located on the first floor.” 
According to the agent, Ms. Arnold indicated she wasn’t absolutely sure 
it was Oswald in fact, and that it would have been about 12:15 p.m. 
when she exited the building. 



Accepting the information related by the F.B.L agent was truly related 
to him by Ms. Arnold, keeping in mind it will later be submitted that 
the statement was not accurate, the F.B.L document was an incredible 
lead for the F.B.L that warranted immediate action to confirm or 
disaffirm. The conception of Osw ald being on the first floor, or even on 
the second floor as Ms. Arnold would later report, around 12:15 p.m. 
w as remarkable and needed to be pursued in light of other conflicting 
evidence that the gunman or gunmen had already reached the vicinity 
of the sixth floor by that time, a scant fifteen minutes before arrival of 
the motorcade. 5 ./Ajl o^Ku^ J 

The Arnold testimony w arranted the undertaking of a concerted effort 
to be reconciled w ith the observations of Arnold Row land. Row land, 
from his vantage point at street level among the throngs awaiting the 
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